Colloquium in Theatre Studies Spring 2009
The departments of Theatre Studies at Utrecht University and the University of Amsterdam together organize an interdisciplinary research colloquium, bringing researchers investigating theatre, performance, dance, and theatricality together. Until the summer, we will have three more sessions of our colloquium + an extra event organized by Sigrid Merx in collaboration with the Holland Festival. 

February 13, we will meet in Amsterdam (Nieuwe Doelenstraat 16, room 101a, 13.15-16.00h). During this session Bram Ieven (Assistant Professor in Literary Studies, Utrecht University) will be our guest. He will give an introduction to some ideas of Heidegger and explain how he made these ideas productive in his (already completed) PhD. This will be followed by a presentation by Hein Goeyens about his PhD project, relating to Heidegger through the work of Samuel Weber on theatricality.

Texts to be read in advance will be available on Blackboard soon.

April 17, Zeynep Gundüz will present her PhD project about various collaborations between dancing bodies and new digital technologies. Contrary to earlier announcements, this meeting will take place in Amsterdam, more precisely in the Theaterschool (Jodenbreestraat 3, 13.15-16.00h) during Lab #2 of the the Inside Movement Knowledge research project (http://www.theatrestudies.nl/rp_insidemovement.html)

June 12, we will have a double bill. First, Pieter Verstraete will present his PhD project “The Frequency of Imagination. Auditory Distress and Aurality in Music Theatre”, a project which, by then, will be completed. Following Pieter’s presentation, we will have a chance to witness completion in action when at 16.15h Sigrid Merx will defend her PhD thesis “Beelden van Tijd. Op zoek naar de tijdsdramaturgie in de Proustcyclus van Guy Cassiers” (provisional title) in the Akademiegebouw, Domplein 29, Utrecht. In order to allow all of us to be there in time to support Sigrid our colloquium meeting will take place in Utrecht (and not, as previously announced, in Amsterdam) 

June 19, Theater Studies at Utrecht University and the Holland Festival present a study-day for MA en PhD students about “White Body”, the latest work of Vietnamese theater maker and choreographer EA Sola. Sola studied classical theatre, created underground happenings outside of institutions, and participated in the research laboratories of the Grotowski dance theatre group (1980-1984). In various happenings and dance performances she investigated the memory of body. In 1990, after an absence of 15 years, EA Sola returned to Vietnam to explore traditional Vietnamese dance and music and create and the memory of war. In "White Body" (presented as part of the Holland Festival) she takes Etienne de la Boetie's sixteenth-century political-philosophical essay "The Discourse of Voluntary Servitude" (1552-1553) as a starting point. This text, according to Sola, "questions our modernity, our globalized world, labour, consumption and leisure." 

Time: 2 pm - 5 pm (performance probably at 8 pm), place: tba

Apart from PhD-candidates (and those aspiring to become one), other researchers and lecturers of theatre, and related disciplines, are welcome to join! 

Contact: maaike.bleeker@let.uu.nl and k.e.rottger@uva.nl
For the study day about “White Body” by EA Sola, please contact sigrid.merx@let.uu.nl
